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| uke 1:5-16

5 ln the dags of King Herod o{:Judea, there was a Pricst
named / echariah, who bclongcd to the Pricst19 order of
Abﬂah [His wife was descended from the claughtcrs of

Aaron, and her name was E_lizabcth 6 Both of them
were righteous before (God, living blamclcsslg according

to all the commandments and regulations of the Lorci
7 But thcy had no children because E_lizabcth was bar-
ren, and both were getting on in Yyears. 8 Oncc when he
was serving as Pricst before (God during his section’s
turn of dutg, 9 he was chosen bg lot, according to the
custom of the Pricsthood, to enter the sanctuar9 of the
| ord to offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense
oFFcring, the whole asscmblg of the People was Praging
outside. 11 | hen there aPPcarcd to him an angel of the
| ord, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12
When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified, and fear over-
whelmed him. 13 Put the angcl said to him, “Do not be
afraid, /echariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your
wife E_[izabcth will bear you a son, and you will name him
John' i4 You will havcjog and gladncss, and many will
rcjoicc at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sigl'\t of
the | ord. [He must never drink wine or strong drink; even
before his birth he will be filled with the Holy SPirit.l 6
Hc will turn many of the PeoPlc of ]sracl to the Lord

their 60&



Mcssagc:
"New Fossibi]itics in the Barren Flaccs :

OPC[‘I WOV'SHP [n this time of open worshiP, [rends take
time to center down, wait on (5od to Provide ministry to your

soul and see if (od wishes to use you asan instrument of grace.

Hgmn : "Comc, Tkou Long Expcctcd Jcsus“ #86

Benediction:
Postlude:

TI"IOUQ;l’ItS for Reflection:

May the sounds of Advent stir a longing in your
Peoplc, O God. Come again to set us free from
the dullness of routine and the Poverty of our
imaginations. Preak the patterns which bind us to
small commitments and to the stale answers we
have given to questions of no imPor’cance. | etthe
A&vcnt trumpct blow, let the walls of our de-
fenses crumble, and make a Place in our lives for
the freshness ogﬂour love, well-lived in the 5Pirit)
and still given to all who know their need and dare

receive it. Amen”

(Howarcl Thurman, 7_/76 Mood of C/7r/istmas)



High Foint Friencls Meeting

Prelude: [Deck the Halls with Boughs of Ho”y
A Bﬂ Ponmie Parrett

As the music [765/’/75, we invite [riends to settle into a
silence that serves to prepare us for our time of wors/np,
Wc/comc the music to gat/m‘r us togct/mr as a faith

communiiy at wors/w/'o,

Wclcomc & Announcements:

Ccntcring Fragcr: Advent Kesponsive Rcading
Hymn: "(Sreat |s Thg Faithfulness" #28

Fragers & Conccms:

Ogcrtoryz Bring a Torch, Jcancttc lsabc”a
A Bﬂ / 7ugﬁ§ [_/i//hgston Jr.
Choir: Ac}vcnt Gl{:t Amﬁﬂ/)afrfcéM L/é[)é/gcn

5criPturc: | uke 1:5-16

H ymn: “O Comc, O Comc, E_mmanucl“ #87




